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A small accipiter secured in recent field work in Porto Rico 
proves to be a distinct form and may be known as 


Accipiter striatus venator new subspecies. 


Characters.—Adult male, similar to adult male of Acerpiter striatus 
striatus of San Domingo but mach darker above and more deeply colored 
below. Thighs more rufescent, black bars on upper side of tail distinet 
and heavily marked, brown of underparts deeper, black shaft-streaks of 
feathers much more heavily defined, slightly smaller. (Female not seen. ) 

Description.—Type, adult male, No, 238,370, U. 8. National Musenm 
(Biological Survey Collection). The Cerro Gordo, Nerienc. Porto Rico 
collected May 30, 1912, by Alex Wetmore; original No. 2010, Above 
dusky neutral gray,* darker on head, feathers with black shaft streaks, 
bordered indistinetly with pale neutral gray; center of belly and nnder 
tail coverts white; throat white tinged with buff, shafts heavily lined with 
black; breast and belly except in center white heavily barred with tawny 
and deep to dark monse gray, the two colors in places intermingled in the 
saine bar; shafts of feathers black; sides of neck, sides, flanks and thighs 
hazel, barred on sides, flanks and thighs more or less with white; sides 
of throat and auricular region cinnamon buff, shafts led with black ; 
primaries black barred with white underneath; bend of wing washed on 
inside with warm buff; feathers immediately behind cere brow nish ; 
rectrices, above mouse gray crossed by three broad blaek bars, srotin 
tipped with white; below, whitish showing + blackish bars, the inner one 
partly concealed by the rnder tail-eoverts; the three longest upper tail- 
coverts indistinctly tipped with white; three of the tertials on each side 
with large, concealed white spots; nape with ac coneealed white spot. Ball 


black; cere blackish slate; tarsus and feet dusky green gray; inside of 


toes yellowish ; elaws black. (Fron: dried skin. ) 
Gs * Robert Ride tes. color Standards and Color Nomenclature (1912), January 16, 1913. ue 
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120 ~~ Proceedings of the Biological Society of Washington. 


Measurements..—Male,* wing 145 mm., tail 116, tarsus 43, middle toe 
with claw 34, exposed culmen 16, culmen from cere 10.8. 

Geographical distribution.—VPorto Rico (Maricao, on western end of the 
island, elevation 1500 feet). 

Remarks.—The single specimen upon which this description is based 
constitutes the only reeord of tlis genus in Porto Rico. One other bird 
Was seen in the same locality but was not secured. 

In studying this bird I have been able to bring together the following 
material: three specimens from San Domingo, an adult and an immature 
male and an adult female; and an adult and an immature male from Cuba. 
The birds from Cuba and San Domingo until now have been considered 
the same, though I do not believe that they have been critically compared 
before. For many years they were known collectively as Accipiter 
fringilloides Vigors, described in 1827.7 

Recently Mr. J. El. Riley ¢ called attention to the fact that this was 
antedated by Accipiter striatus Vieillot § so that for four years they have 
borne this name. As might have been expected, on careful examination 
the birds from Cuba and San Domingo are found to be distinct forms so 
that now the following three subspecies may be recognized : 

Accipiter striatus striatus Vieillot, San Domingo (Honduras, Catare, 
and Miranda in San Domingo; Lecoup near Port au Prince, Haiti). 

Accipiter striatus fringilloides Vigors, Cuba (Guantanamo, Guama, 
San Diego de los Bafios, Bayamo). 

Accipiter striatus venator Wetmore, Porto Rico (Maricao). 

The characters of these three forms may be conveniently expressed by 
means of the following key: 

a. Deep neutral gray above; abdomen white; thighs white, faintly 
barred with inouse gray; no concealed white spot on inner tertials ; 
sides of upper breast rood’s brown; forehead distinctly tinged 
with hazel. 

Accipiter striatus fringilloides. 

aa. Dark or dusky neutral gray above; center of abdomen white, sides 

barred with brown; thighs white, heavily barred with hazel or 

pecan brown mixed with dark purplish gray; a large concealed 

white spot on three inner tertials on each side; sides of upper 
breast hazel; no hazel on forehead. 

b. Dark neutral gray above; upper side of tail with dark bars 
indistinct; black shaft marks of feathers on underside less 
distinct; thighs barred with pecan brown intermixed with 
distinct dark purplish gray. 

Accipiter striatus striatus. 
bb. Dusky neutral gray above; upper side of tail with sharply 
defined black bars; black shaft marks of feathers under- 

neath strongly defined; thighs hazel barred with white. 
Accipiter striatus venator. 


* Type, no other seen. 
t Zool. Journ. ILI, 1827, p. 484 (type from near Havana, Cuba). 
{ Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, Vol. XXIII, p. 77. 

§ Ois. Am. Sept., I, 1807, p. 42, pl. 14 (type from San Domingo). 
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A New Accigiter from Porto Rico. 


Wetmore 


The immature bird of Aceipiter s. striatus examined is approximately 
dark mouse gray above while the immature Cuban bird is deep mrouse 


The bird 


addition the thighs more heavily barred. 


Both have a brownish wash over the ground color. 
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